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many cases, family support volunteers
are in the same position as those they
seek to help. Their spouses are also de-
ployed into harm’s way, and I know
that many of them have gotten in-
volved as ombudsman persons because
of some of the trauma that they experi-
enced.

Madam Speaker, I cannot tell my
colleagues how deeply honored I am
today for the opportunity to recognize
America’s family support volunteers.
These brave men and women give self-
lessly of themselves for no pay and no
recognition, and they often contribute
their own resources to those in need.
They do it for their loved ones. They do
it for their community, and they do it
for their nation.

Our service members need these dedi-
cated volunteers to help keep the home
fires burning so that they can focus on
the task of fighting the global war on
terror, a task that is more difficult if
they are worried about their families
back home. Knowing their families
have the full support of a dedicated
volunteer helps to ease their fears and
concerns.

I commend these volunteers who so
selflessly serve our armed forces and
our Nation. The support they give to
our military families is truly invalu-
able, and our country owes them a
large debt of gratitude.

Madam Speaker, I see that there are
no further speakers. I am delighted to
present this. I look forward to pre-
senting it to the ombudspeople and the
key volunteers in the San Diego re-
gion, and I know that they will be
pleased with this recognition from the
United States Congress.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. KLINE. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume,
only to thank the gentlewoman from
California for introducing the resolu-
tion. This important resolution is long
overdue in order that we recognize the
wonderful members of the military
family support volunteers.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. KLINE) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution, H. Con. Res. 486.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

COMMENDING THE NATIONAL OCE-
ANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMIN-
ISTRATION AND ITS EMPLOYEES
FOR ITS DEDICATION AND HARD
WORK DURING HURRICANES
CHARLEY AND FRANCES

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
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the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
488) commending the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration and
its employees for its dedication and
hard work during Hurricanes Charley
and Frances, as amended.
The Clerk read as follows:
H. CoN. RES. 488

Whereas the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration’s National Weather
Service consistently provides critical fore-
casts and warnings about severe weather to
the Nation’s citizens;

Whereas 2 hurricanes, Charley and
Frances, recently hit the State of Florida
back-to-back, an event which has not oc-
curred since 1964;

Whereas Hurricane Ivan was the third hur-
ricane in a month to hit the United States
mainland;

Whereas the employees of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Tropical Prediction Center/National Hurri-
cane Center and the employees of key South-
ern Region Weather Forecast Offices worked
tirelessly and under great pressure to pro-
vide the most up to date information to the
public, the media, and emergency manage-
ment officials during Hurricanes Charley,
Frances, and Ivan;

Whereas the employees of the National
Hurricane Center conducted 656 live tele-
vision interviews as well as 1227 telephone
briefings to the media and others during
Hurricanes Frances and Ivan;

Whereas the forecasts and information
from the National Hurricane Center provided
notice for the safe evacuation of more than
6,000,000 residents in the line of Hurricanes
Charley, Frances, and Ivan and warnings to
the residents of Florida, Mississippi, Ala-
bama, and Louisiana;

Whereas the Hurricane Liaison Team, a
joint National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration and Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency partnership, provided sup-
port to the 25 different media outlets oper-
ating out of the National Hurricane Center;

Whereas the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration’s Hydrometeorolog-
ical Prediction Center provided rainfall fore-
casts and hurricane track guidance to the
National Hurricane Center;

Whereas the National Weather Service’s
National Data Buoy Center, in partnership
with the United States Coast Guard, worked
expediently after Hurricane Charley to fix
data buoys that proved critical for forecasts
of Hurricane Frances and Ivan;

Whereas the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration’s National Ocean
Service provided storm surge predictions and
hydrographic information support to Federal
partners before, during, and after Hurricanes
Charley, Frances, and Ivan;

Whereas the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration’s National Environ-
mental Satellite Data and Information Serv-
ice provided images of Hurricane Frances
every 5 minutes over a 4-day period, an un-
precedented number of images for hurricane
tracking;

Whereas the Southern and Eastern Region
Weather Forecast Offices of San Juan,
Miami, Tampa Bay, Key West, Melbourne,
Jacksonville, Tallahassee, Atlanta, Bir-
mingham, Huntsville, Mobile, Morristown,
Charleston, Morehead City, Wilmington,
Wakefield, Taunton, Lake Charles, New Orle-
ans, Jackson, Nashville, and Houston pro-
vided up-to-the-minute local details for resi-
dents throughout Hurricanes Charley,
Frances, and Ivan;

Whereas employees from other offices
within the Southern Region provided addi-
tional support to key Weather Forecast Of-
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fices directly impacted by Hurricanes Char-
ley, Frances, and Ivan;

Whereas more than 1,700 watches, warn-
ings, advisories, and other statements were
issued by key local Weather Forecast Offices
during Hurricanes Charley, Frances, and
Ivan;

Whereas the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration’s Marine and Aviation
Operation’s Hurricane Hunters logged 344
hours of flight time through and above the
storms to assist the National Hurricane Cen-
ter in tracking Hurricanes Charley, Frances,
and Ivan;

Whereas the 53rd Weather Reconnaissance
Squadron of the 403rd Wing of the Air Force
Reserve Command at Keesler Air Force Base,
Biloxi, Mississippi, logged 537 hours of flight
time through and above the storms to assist
the National Hurricane Center in tracking
Hurricanes Charley, Frances, and Ivan;

Whereas the Southeast River Forecast
Center provided critical river flooding fore-
cast information to Federal, State, and pri-
vate partners during Hurricanes Charley,
Frances, and Ivan and accurately predicted
the amount of excessive rainfall over the
Southeastern United States several days in
advance; and

Whereas it is still the first half of hurri-
cane season and all these employees remain
engaged tracking tropical storms: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) commends the employees of the Na-
tional Weather Service, especially the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion Tropical Prediction Center/National
Hurricane Center, Hydrometeorological Pre-
diction Center, and National Data Buoy Cen-
ter; the 53rd Weather Reconnaissance Squad-
ron of the 403rd Wing of the Air Force Re-
serve Command at Keesler Air Force Base,
Biloxi, Mississippi; the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration Aircraft Oper-
ations Center at MacDill Air Force Base,
Tampa, Florida; the Hurricane Liaison
Team; the National Ocean Service; and the
National Environmental Satellite Data and
Information Service, for their extraordinary
dedication and hard work during Hurricanes
Charley, Frances, and Ivan;

(2) commends the Southern and Eastern
Region Weather Forecast Offices of San
Juan, Miami, Tampa Bay, Key West, Mel-
bourne, Jacksonville, Tallahassee, Atlanta,
Birmingham, Huntsville, Mobile, Morris-
town, Charleston, Morehead City, Wil-
mington, Wakefield, Taunton, Lake Charles,
New Orleans, Jackson, Nashville, and Hous-
ton for their extraordinary dedication and
hard work during Hurricanes Charley,
Frances, and Ivan;

(3) thanks the commercial and media me-
teorologists for their contributions in dis-
seminating the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration forecasts and warn-
ings to the public; and

(4) expresses its support for the ongoing
hard work and dedication of all who provide
accurate and timely hurricane forecasts.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. EHLERS) and the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. MIL-
LER) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material



September 22, 2004

on H. Con. Res. 488, the resolution now
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, today we are consid-
ering H. Con. Res. 488, which commends
the employees of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration for
their dedication and hard work during
Hurricanes Charley, Frances and Ivan.

As chairman of the subcommittee
with jurisdiction over the National
Weather Service, I introduced this res-
olution 2 weeks ago, after Hurricanes
Charley and Frances hit the State of
Florida back-to-back, something that
had not happened since 1964. The em-
ployees of the National Weather Serv-
ice worked tirelessly during the storms
to provide forecasts and warnings to
alert citizens and help minimize loss of
life during the storms.

I have here pictures of Hurricane
Frances, and also, in a moment, I will
get to Hurricane Ivan. But I would like
to point out the immense extensions of
Hurricane Charley, covering virtually
the entire State of Florida and the en-
tire State of Texas. And almost any
Texan in this body would tell us, it is
almost impossible to cover the State of
Texas, but Hurricane Frances, in fact,
would do that.

Fortunately, the winds diminished
before it hit land, and that helped con-
siderably in reducing the damage, but
it was still, because of its large extent,
a very damaging hurricane.

Last week, Hurricane Ivan hit the
U.S., the worst hurricane to hit the
U.S. since Hurricane Floyd in 1999.
Hurricane Ivan, which made landfall
near Gulf Shores, Alabama, was the
sixth most powerful Atlantic tropical
storm on record. It affected States
throughout the southeastern and Mid-
Atlantic United States, with flooding,
high winds and tornadoes. Again, the
hard work of NOAA’s employees and
the broadcast meteorologists was vital
for getting out warnings and informa-
tion to residents in the path of the hur-
ricane.

The right-hand chart up here shows
Hurricane Ivan as it came ashore near
Gulf Shores, extensive spread through
Alabama, Mississippi, nearly to the
New Orleans area, and with a very
well-defined eye, indicating very high
winds, very compact, which means high
intensity, and of course, it stretched
all the way over to the Panhandle of
Florida.

During these three hurricanes, an es-
timated 6 million people were safely
evacuated. Without the warnings from
NOAA, I suspect there would have been
very few evacuated. While there were
90 fatalities and an estimated $14 bil-
lion to $23 billion in damages in the
U.S. due to these storms, without the
forecasts and warnings from NOAA, the
results would have been much, much
worse.
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It costs about $1.4 billion annually
for all weather forecasting at NOAA
which comes to a mere 4 cents each day
per household in the United States.
This investment is well worth it, given
the lives saved by NOAA’s forecasts
and warnings. Let me point out that
the amount that this comes to per
household in this Nation is, I would es-
timate, less than the amount that the
average household expends on smoke
detectors and batteries.

Let me specifically list the offices at
NOAA and their Federal and private
partners that play an important role in
providing hurricane forecasts and
warnings. The National Hurricane Cen-
ter, the Southern and Eastern Region
Weather Forecast Offices of San Juan,
Miami, Tampa Bay, Key West, Mel-
bourne, Jacksonville, Tallahassee, At-
lanta, Birmingham, Huntsville, Mobile,
Morristown, Charleston, Morehead
City, Wilmington, Wakefield, Taunton,
Lake Charles, New Orleans, Jackson,
Nashville, and Houston.

In addition, the National Ocean Serv-
ice provides services and, in this case,
provided help with storm surge pre-
dictions.

The National Environmental Sat-
ellite Data and Information Service
provided the satellite images we all
saw on television.

The NOAA Marine and Aviation Op-
eration Hurricane Hunters and the Air
Force Reserve out of Keesler Air Force
Base in Biloxi, Mississippi, fly planes
into the hurricanes to gather data.

The Southeast River Forecast Center
provided flood predictions, and the
many private meteorologists and infor-
mation providers who disseminate the
warnings and weather data and pre-
dictions from NOAA.

I must say, being a scientist, perhaps
that affects me, but I watched the
Weather Channel and the local fore-
casters for considerable amounts of
time during this to try to evaluate for
myself what the hurricanes were doing,
what direction they were taking, what
damage they might cause. So the pri-
vate sector also deserves mention here.

The dedicated employees of all of
these NOAA organizations and the pri-
vate organizations deserve our utmost
appreciation for their hard work and
long hours to warn citizens in the line
of these three storms and for all of
their excellent work as they continue
to track tropical storms, this and
every hurricane season. I should note
that today we are nervously watching
Hurricanes Jeanne and Karl currently
located in the Atlantic Ocean, and we
will continue to depend on NOAA to
give us information about those hurri-
canes.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. MILLER of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I thank my col-
league, the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. EHLERS), for bringing this resolu-
tion to the floor today. In the last

H7371

month or two, all of us in the eastern
United States have been glued to our
television sets watching weather re-
ports as one Atlantic storm after an-
other moved westward from the west
coast of Africa across the Atlantic to-
wards the United States. Three storms
have made landfall in the United
States and done great damage, great
property damage and great loss of life.

We have learned more and more
about storms just from watching the
weather reports, watching with fas-
cination the symmetry, the amazing
symmetry of the storms, Ilearning
about the definition of the eye wall,
how that told us whether the storm
was strengthening or weakening or
maintaining its strength.

There has been great damage and
great loss of life from these storms.
Hurricane Charley, which struck and
made landfall in Florida as a category
4 storm, resulted in 31 deaths. Hurri-
cane Frances made landfall in Florida
as a category 2 storm but stalled over
Florida and just rained and rained and
rained with great, great damage. And,
most recently, Hurricane Ivan struck
the Panhandle of Florida and Alabama
as a weak category 4, and then moved
upward and caused a total of 49 deaths,
including about 10 in my State, in
flooding in western North Carolina.

These were powerful storms, but we
were relatively well prepared for them.
The gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
EHLERS) referred to the great, great
savings in life that resulted from the
preparation that we had as a result of
the work of NOAA, but let me tell my
colleagues how much of a difference
that made.

When we look back early in our his-
tory, a much less densely populated
country, a nation that was not pre-
pared, had no forewarning when storms
struck, let me tell my colleagues the
loss of life. In 1893, a storm of unknown
intensity struck Louisiana, made land-
fall in Louisiana. The estimate was
that there were 2,000 deaths from that
storm. That same year, a storm also of
unknown intensity made landfall in
South Carolina and Georgia with a loss
of life of 1,000 or 2,000. In 1900, a storm
that we now estimate to be a category
4 struck without warning Galveston
and resulted in an estimated 8,000 to
12,000 deaths. In 1928, a storm struck
again with very, very little warning in
Florida, and resulted in more than 1,800
deaths.

Again, this is a striking contrast. We
can thank the people of NOAA, the em-
ployees of NOAA for the forecasts and
the warnings that we have relied upon
to prepare for the storms that have
struck the United States this year. It
is not an exaggeration to say, because
of the work of the employees at NOAA,
that there are thousands of Americans
alive now who would not have been
alive had we not been prepared for
these storms, and the way that we have
not been prepared for storms before we
had that capacity to see storms com-
ing, to know their intensity and to pre-
pare for them.
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We now see more storms moving to-
wards us. Hurricanes Jeanne and Karl
and storms behind them seem to be
taking a number as they are in line,
moving towards the United States.

So this resolution is a modest ges-
ture of appreciation for those employ-
ees of NOAA who are working around
the clock to monitor the paths of hur-
ricanes, the strength of hurricanes, to
make sure that we are ready when
those hurricanes reach the TUnited
States.

So I urge my colleagues to support
this resolution.

Madam Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON).

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Madam Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H. Con. Res. 488 and express my
appreciation of the leadership of the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS)
and our ranking member, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. MIL-
LER) for commending the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration,
known as NOAA.
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Indeed, we have profited from their
skills. We commend both the agency
and its employees for their hard work
and dedication during these hurricanes.
And also during the time of tornados in
my area, we are getting the same type
of alerts and notices and it really does
save lives. We have not yet been able to
save as much material damage and de-
struction as we have the lives, but the
important thing is that we are saving
lives. And as we begin to use more of
our technology in building, we will see
that even the material destruction will
diminish. It underscores why we need
to continue to support science and
technology, to develop more skills for
approaching and dealing with these
types of catastrophes when they hap-
pen.

Texas certainly has benefited from
warnings during both hurricanes in the
south end of the State and tornados in
the north end of the State. And we are
grateful for the efficiency and dedica-
tion of these employees and are grate-
ful for the existence of this agency that
deserves continued support so that we
can still benefit from our findings and
for our future developments.

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. MILLER OF North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I yield 6 minutes to
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. ETHERIDGE).

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman for yielding me
time. Let me thank him and my col-
league, the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. EHLERS), for bringing this resolu-
tion to the floor because it is so impor-
tant.

I rise to add my voice in praise of the
staff and leaders of National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration,
NOAA, for the job they have been doing
during this remarkably challenging
time during this hurricane season.
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We talk about hurricanes; but the
truth is when a hurricane comes
ashore, we have an awful lot of tor-
nados that spawn from that. As any
Member from a southern Atlantic
coastal State can tell you, this has
been a very busy season; and, unfortu-
nately, it does not appear to be over
with yet. And if the predictions are
right, we are in for some pretty bumpy
times in the years ahead.

The folks at NOAA and the National
Weather Service have done a fine job in
letting our citizens know when the
storms are coming, where they would
most likely strike, and they have been
pretty accurate about how much wind
and storm surge they can expect. As a
consequence, NOAA has saved millions
of lives through its timely reporting
and storm tracking, and it has an
awful lot to do with saving of property.

I can tell you at my office, and I ex-
pect it is true of most offices that are
in the line of fire, the staffs check the
NOAA Web site, NOAA tracking at 8
a.m. and 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. and 5 p.m.
each day because they are the ones
that have the information.

While NOAA has performed well, one
of the things that could be improved is
predicting the potential flooding con-
sequences of the rain associated with
these storms. That is why in the 107th
Congress I introduced and Congress
passed into law legislation to improve
the forecasting of inland flooding and
to develop an inland flood-warning
index similar to the Saffir-Simpson
Scale that we use for wind with hurri-
canes. Unfortunately, we have not seen
much progress with the development of
the inland flood-warning index. Con-
gress has not provided the funds nec-
essary to develop a warning index that
can better alert Americans of flood
hazards associated with tropical cy-
clones, and NOAA has taken only a few
steps to implement this legislation.

If we had had an inland flood-warning
index in place, many of the more than
70 lives lost from Bonnie, Charley,
Frances, and Ivan could possibly have
been saved. We heard of what has hap-
pened in recent years from what we did
at the turn of the century. We still can
do better.

In 1999, Hurricane Floyd Kkilled 48
people in the State of North Carolina
with heavy floods, almost all of them
lived hundreds of miles from the coast
and died from fresh-water flooding.
That can be corrected.

In Richmond, Virginia, last month
the remnants of Tropical Storm Gaston
was predicted to drop 4 inches of rain.
Instead, it produced more than a foot
of rain and resulted in flooding that
cost millions of dollars in damage to
the city’s historic downtown, and much
of that damage could have been miti-
gated had the public been better pre-
pared and had known what was going
to happen.

Madam Speaker, as the appropria-
tions process winds down, I urge you to
fully implement and fund the Tropical
Cyclone Inland Forecasting Improve-
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ment and Warning System Develop-
ment Act, similar to what we did with
the Saffir-Simpson scale for hurricanes
in providing warning on the coast. This
will make a difference in the inland
areas. This Congress has shown and has
spoken with an overwhelming major-
ity, and I also call on NOAA to move
forward aggressively to implement this
legislation.

We should never again suffer a hurri-
cane season without adequate pre-
diction tools where life-saving tech-
nology exists just beyond our current
grasp. It is available. All we have to do
is spend just a few dollars and it would
be there. NOAA already saves countless
lives. Working together we can help
them save even more. I urge my col-
leagues to adopt this resolution.

Mr. MILLER of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I first want to
thank the gentleman from North Caro-
lina (Mr. MILLER) for ably managing
the time on the minority side and par-
ticularly for his provision of the statis-
tics which I find very fascinating, and
I do not want to prolong my statement
too much by including them, but it il-
lustrates something very dramatically.

Often the public asks us what we do
with all their tax money and why do we
waste it so much. There are a good
many things that the Federal Govern-
ment does that are very, very good for
people. This is one example of that.
Funding NOAA is a very worthwhile
enterprise. Given the statistics that
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. MILLER) gave and the statistics
that I gave compared to what we do
today, you can extend that to tornados
as well and other types of disasters.

The average lead time for tornados
was 10 minutes during Hurricane Ivan,
and frequently it is earlier than that
for tornados in the Midwest where I
live. Flash flood warnings average 57
minutes; 38 tornados occurred across
Florida during Hurricane Ivan, so we
really saved a lot of lives in this par-
ticular case; and it makes the expendi-
tures for NOAA look small by compari-
son.

It is very important for all of us, es-
pecially the appropriators, for all of to
us recognize that this is money well
spent. It does save lives. It does save
properties. It saves injuries, and it is
very important for us to continue that.

Madam Speaker, in closing I want to
thank my colleagues from the Florida
delegation, virtually all of whom co-
sponsored this legislation; and I par-
ticularly want to thank the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. YOUNG) for his en-
thusiastic support of the resolution. I
would also like to thank the gentleman
from New York (Mr. BOEHLERT) and the
ranking member, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. GORDON), of the Com-
mittee on Science for their support,
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and the gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
UpALL), the ranking member of my
subcommittee.

Mr. BOEHLERT. Madam Speaker, | would
like to join my colleagues in thanking the em-
ployees of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration for their hard work this
hurricane season. | thank my colleague from
Michigan, Mr. EHLERS, for introducing this res-
olution and bringing it to the floor today. Each
hurricane season the employees at NOAA
provide vital forecasts and warnings to resi-
dents in harm’s way, minimizing loss of life
and property. This year they have gone above
and beyond the call of duty with the high num-
ber of powerful storms making landfall in the
United States. The employees at NOAA who
support hurricane forecasts and warning ex-
emplify service to the nation and | am proud
to recognize their hard work today.

Mr. GORDON. Madam Speaker, this hurri-
cane season was predicted to be an active
one. Unfortunately, the prediction is being ful-
filled. We have not yet come to the end of the
season and already the eastern half of the
country has experienced widespread damage
due to three of these storms—hurricanes
Charley, Frances and Ivan. In addition, two
other offshore hurricanes are being monitored
as we speak.

The severe coastal damage in Florida and
Alabama, widespread inland flooding, and tor-
nadoes have resulted in loss of life and prop-
erty throughout the eastern part of the na-
tion—including my home state of Tennessee.
We should move quickly to provide assistance
to our citizens who are now beginning to as-
sess the damage and make plans to rebuild
their homes, communities and businesses.
They have a daunting task in the days ahead.

The effects of these storms are devastating,
however, without accurate forecasting and
time to prepare the toll in human lives would
have been unimaginable. Our investments in
research and development, weather satellites,
specialized aircraft and computer modeling ca-
pability coupled with the dedication and pro-
fessionalism of NOAA’s employees has paid
off in the timely warnings that we rely upon.

Madam Speaker, with this resolution we ex-
press our gratitude to the federal employees
and their partners in the commercial weather
business for their efforts in bringing the life-
saving warnings and forecasts to our citizens.
| urge my colleagues to support this effort to
recognize the important work done by the em-
ployees of NOAA.

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. EHLERS) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution, H. Con. Res. 488, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

The title of the concurrent resolution
was amended so as to read: ‘‘Concur-
rent resolution commending the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration and its employees for its
dedication and hard work during Hurri-
canes Charley, Frances, and Ivan.”.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

JUSTIN W. WILLIAMS UNITED
STATES ATTORNEY’S BUILDING

Mr. BURNS. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3428) to designate a portion of the
United States courthouse located at
2100 Jamieson Avenue, in Alexandria,
Virginia, as the ‘“Justin W. Williams
United States Attorney’s Building’’.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3428

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The building and struc-
ture described in subsection (b) shall be
known and designated as the ‘“‘Justin W. Wil-
liams United States Attorney’s Building”’.

(b) DESCRIPTION.—The building and struc-
ture to be designated under subsection (a) is
that portion of the United States courthouse
located at 2100 Jamieson Avenue, in Alexan-
dria, Virginia (known as the Albert V. Bryan
United States Courthouse), that is attached
to the courthouse main tower structure, de-
scribed as A-Wing in the architectural plans,
and currently occupied by the Office of the
United States Attorney for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Virginia, Alexandria Division.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the building and structure
described in section 1(b) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“‘Justin W. Williams
United States Attorney’s Building”’.

SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated
such sums as may be necessary for appro-
priate identifying designations to be affixed
to the building and structure described in
section 1(b) and for an appropriate plaque re-
flecting the designation and honoring Justin
W. Williams and his service to the Nation to
be affixed to or displayed in such building
and structure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. BURNS) and the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. EDDIE BERNICE
JOHNSON) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. BURNS).

Mr. BURNS. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 3428 introduced
by the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
ToMm DAVIS), designates a portion of the
United States courthouse located at
2100 Jamieson Avenue in Alexandria,
Virginia, as the Justin W. Williams
United States Attorney’s Building. The
full courthouse is known as the Albert
V. Bryan United States Courthouse.

This bill has the bipartisan support
of the entire Virginia delegation.

Born in New York City in 1942, Justin
Williams earned his bachelor’s degree
from Columbia University in 1963, and
his law degree from the University of
Virginia in 1967. After graduation, Jus-
tin Williams embarked upon his legal
career. From 1967 to 1986 he worked for
Department of Justice, Criminal Divi-
sion. He served as Assistant Common-
wealth’s Attorney in Arlington County
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and the Assistant U.S. Attorney for the
Eastern District of Virginia, based in
Alexandria.

In 1986, Justin Williams was ap-
pointed Chief of the Criminal Division
and served in that capacity until his
death in 2003. As U.S. Attorney for the
BEastern District of Virginia, he super-
vised over 100 prosecutors and oversaw
such high-profile cases as U.S. v. Al-
drich Ames, U.S. v. Robert Hanssen,
and the prosecution of the Virginia
Jihad Network.

In recognition of his achievements,
Justin Williams received numerous
awards from the Department of Jus-
tice, including the Attorney General’s
Award for Excellence in Furthering the
Interests of U.S. National Security.
Justin Williams passed away August
31, 2003.

Shortly after the l-year anniversary
of his death, it is my pleasure to bring
to the floor this bill which honors a
dedicated American who spent his en-
tire career making America safer for
everyone. I support this legislation,
and I courage my colleagues to do the
same.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Madam speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
H.R. 3428, a bill to designate a portion
of the Alexandria courthouse located
at 2100 Jamieson Avenue as the Justin
W. Williams United States Attorney’s
Building. The bill was introduced by
our colleague, the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. ToM DAVIS), and enjoys very
strong bipartisan support.

U.S. Attorney Justin Williams was
an extraordinary public servant who
served the citizens of Virginia for over
30 years. He received his undergraduate
degree from Columbia University and
his law degree from the University of
Virginia. During his 33 years as a Fed-
eral prosecutor, he supervised or was
directly involved in every major Fed-
eral prosecution in the Eastern Dis-
trict of Virginia.

His career is filled with numerous
awards and honors, including the At-
torney General’s Award for Excellence
that is awarded for furthering the in-
terest of national security, the Direc-
tor’s Award for Sustained Superior
Performance in the years of 1990, 2000,
and 2002, and Sustained Superior Per-
formance for the years of 1990, 1991,
1997, 1998, and 1999.

In addition to being an outstanding
lawyer, Justin Williams was a thought-
ful mentor, loyal friend, outstanding
role model, devoted husband, and a lov-
ing father. It is most fitting that we
honor the distinguished career of this
dedicated public servant with this des-
ignation.
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Mr. Speaker, I have no additional re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. BURNS. Mr. Speaker, I urge my
colleagues’ support of H.R. 3428, and
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